Judging a
Photograph



What clojudges look for?



Technical Merit
(lmnpoaﬁon

lmPact



Technical Merit:

f‘.xl:)osu re

Sharpness/ Focus
Shutter Speecl / Apertu re/1SO
White Balance
Bri gh’mess /Contrast/Li ght

Post Processing




Coml:)osition:

‘Framirlg/ CroPPiﬂg
Balance

RUIC O‘F Tl"lerlS (know when to break it!)

Distractions

Where does SUIS lead




lmPact:

Emotion/Mood/ F"eeling
Creativitg
Story Te”ing/ Convey Your Intent




Subject doesn’t rea”9 matter

How you see your subject
and
How you Present your subject are

the important things




You Need to Create a

WOW!



| et’s Do Some Juclging!
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Makinga Good Photo

into a

More lnteresting One
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How to Take
a Boring Picture

and Score Low Points
with Judges



Center Your Sufgject

Avoid | nteresting Placement



Don’t Include
a Main Subject at All

Take Picture at Random



Ask Your Subject
to Sag “Cheese”

Avoid Natural and Genuine

E:xpressions



Schedule Photo Shoots
for the Middle of the Day

Avoid Beautitul Light
of E\/ening Moming

and Late Afternoon



Use Auto Exposure at all Times

Don’t Take Control of your
Exposure so that you can

Avoid Creating Drama



E\/enly Light E\/ergthing

Avoid Creating a Sense of Del:)th
with Shadows and Highlig]ﬂts

Keel:) it Dull



KCCP Your Distance

KeeP Viewers Feeling Detached |

Staging far away from your

SUBJGC‘E

Include Distracting Elements

°Y



Alwags Stand and Shoot
From Your Own Ege | evel

Never Kneel or Climb to get
DitHerent Perspecti\/e and help
E‘ngage the Viewer



Use Your Camera’s Build-In Flash

Don’t Flatter your Subject with
Side Lighting or Bouncing Flash



Follow the Rules of Composition
toa “T1”

Never Cver Strag from the Rules

Keep Tlﬁings | ifeless rather than

Creative



Final Thoughts



It’s the Photograplﬁer who makes
the Picture) NOT the camera!



1t you want something to look
interesting, don’t light all of it.

~ John Leonard
Picture Editor at Life



Don’tjus‘c
TAKE the
shot, MAKE
the shot!



